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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 4 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1 - 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as not falling within one of the four 
statutory categories of invention. Supreme Court precedent and recent Federal Circuit 
decisions indicate that a statutory "process" under 35 U.S.C. 101 must (1) be tied to 
another statutory category (such as a particular apparatus), or (2) transform underlying 
subject matter (such as an article or material) to a different state or thing. While the 
instant claims recite a series of steps or acts to be performed, the claims neither 
transform underlying subject matter nor positively tie to another statutory category that 
accomplishes the claimed method steps, and therefore do not qualify as a statutory 
process. For example, a method of recording data and a method of retrieving data is of 
sufficient breadth that it would be reasonably interpreted as a series of steps completely 
performed mentally, verbally or without a machine. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

4. Claims 1 - 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by Rundell 
(US 4,633,391). 

As to claim 1, Rundell discloses a method for recording data, said method being 

implemented on a video recorder (see column 4, lines 7 - 20. " Once transferred to 

the storage device 6, the data to be recorded is enabled by the device microprocessor 7 
to pass into the device buffer 8 and thereafter onto the disk 9 where it is recorded.") and 
comprising the steps of: 

recording, using said video recorder, a data container having a given container 
length (see fig. 9 and column 7, lines 20 - 29. The data container is the target key, 
pointer table, key start and key length) 

recording, after the data container and using said video recorder, a key indicative 
of a back-pointer (see fig. 8 i.e. pointer table 1 , pointer table 2 and pointer table 3 also 
see column 3, lines 6-10); 

recording, after the key and using said video recorder, a length indicator (see fig. 
9. Figure 9 clearly discloses a length indicator (key length) also see column 7, lines 18 - 
19); and 

recording, after the length indicator and using said video recorder, a value 
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indicative of the container length (see fig. 9. Figure 9 clearly discloses values of 10, 5 
and 2 indicative of the container length. Also see column 7, lines 26 - 28). 

As to claim 2, Rundell discloses a method according to claim 1 , with the further 
step of: 

re-recording the length indicator after the value (see column 2, lines 8-12. " it 

is relatively easy to re-record the data "). The above cited column discloses re- 
recording data on a storage medium and the re-recorded data will include re-recording 
the length indicator. 

As to claim 3, Rundell discloses method according to claim 2, with the further 
step of: 

re-recording the key indicative of the back-pointer after the re-recorded length 

indicator (see column 2, lines 8-12. " it is relatively easy to re-record the data "). 

The above cited column discloses re-recording data on a storage medium and the re- 
recorded data will include re-recording the key indicative of a back pointer. 

As to claim 4, Rundell discloses a method for retrieving a set of data on a 
medium in an order opposite to the recording order(column 3, lines 22 - 23 and column 
7, lines 39 - 60 disclose going back and forth in a recording medium to retrieve 
recorded data by using pointer tables), said method being implemented on a video 
player and comprising the steps of: 

accessing, using said video player, a different set of data recorded after the 
set of data, the different set of data comprising 
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a key indicative of a back-pointer(see fig. 8 i.e. pointer table 1 , pointer table 2 and 
pointer table 3 also see column 3, lines 6-10); 

a length indicator (see fig. 9. Figure 9 clearly discloses a length indicator also see 
column 7, lines 18-19) and 

a value indicative of a container length of the set of data (see fig. 9. Figure 9 
clearly discloses values of 10, 5 and 2 indicative of the container length. Also see 
column 7, lines 26 - 28) and 

accessing, using said video player, the set of data using said value (see column 

7, lines 25 - 29. " Key length having a value of 10 representing the number of 

positions in the entire register starting from the first position. With the registers filled as 
provided, the search can be initiated.") 

As to claim 5, Rundell discloses method according to claim 4, wherein the sets of 
data are key-length-value (KLV) encoded (see column 2, lines 50 - 54. The above cited 
column clearly discloses recording on a disk a key value which has a length indicator. 
Also see fig. 9). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to OLUWASEUN A. ADEGEYE whose telephone number 
is (571)270-171 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 - 
5:00 EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter-Anthony Pappas can be reached on 571-272-7646. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

11/01/2010 
IO.N 

/Peter-Anthony Pappas/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2481 



